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Professional Elevator Pitch Assignment
Purpose
The purpose of this assignment is to help students develop concise, confident, and professional communication skills through the creation and delivery of a professional elevator pitch.
Students will learn how to introduce themselves effectively in networking, internship, employment, graduate school, and professional settings by clearly communicating their academic background, career interests, relevant skills, and professional goals.

Learning Outcomes
By completing this assignment, students will be able to:
· Communicate professional strengths and career interests clearly and confidently. 
· Develop concise verbal communication skills appropriate for professional settings. 
· Build confidence in networking and self-presentation. 
· Reflect on personal and professional identity development. 
· Demonstrate professionalism in both written and verbal communication. 

Assignment Overview
Students will create and deliver a 30–60 second professional elevator pitch designed for networking events, career fairs, interviews, employer interactions, or professional introductions.
The pitch should present a polished and professional introduction that communicates:
· Who the student is 
· Academic and career interests 
· Relevant skills or experiences 
· Professional or career goals 
Students will submit both a written version of the pitch and a live or recorded presentation.

Assignment Components

Part 1: Written Elevator Pitch
Students will draft a professional elevator pitch that can be delivered in approximately 30–60 seconds.
Suggested Components
1. Introduction
Include:
· Name 
· Major or academic background 
· Year in school (optional) 

2. Career Interests
Discuss:
· Career goals 
· Industries or fields of interest 
· Internship or professional interests 

3. Relevant Skills or Experiences
Highlight:
· Academic experiences 
· Leadership roles 
· Research 
· Technical skills 
· Internships or work experiences 
· Transferable skills 

4. Future Goals or Closing Statement
Include:
· Professional aspirations 
· Interest in networking or learning opportunities 
· Appreciation or invitation for continued conversation 

Example Structure
“Hello, my name is Jordan Smith, and I am a junior majoring in Environmental Science at NMSU. I’m interested in sustainability and environmental policy, and I’ve developed strong research and data analysis skills through coursework and undergraduate research projects. I recently completed a community-based sustainability project that strengthened my teamwork and communication skills. I’m currently exploring internship opportunities in environmental consulting and conservation, and I’m excited to continue learning more about careers in this field.”
Part 2: Elevator Pitch Presentation
Students will deliver their elevator pitch either:
· Live in class 
· During a networking activity 
· Through a recorded video submission 
· In a virtual presentation format 

Presentation Expectations
Students should:
· Speak clearly and confidently 
· Maintain professional tone and body language 
· Demonstrate eye contact and engagement (if live or video) 
· Stay within the 30–60 second timeframe 
· 
· Present themselves professionally 
Part 3: Reflection on Communication Growth
Students will submit a 1–2 page reflection discussing their experience developing and delivering the elevator pitch.

Reflection Questions
Students should address:
· What was most challenging about creating your elevator pitch? 
· What strengths did you demonstrate during your presentation? 
· How confident do you feel introducing yourself professionally? 
· What communication skills would you like to continue improving? 
· How might this skill help you in networking, interviews, or professional settings? 
· What did you learn about your professional identity through this assignment? 

Writing Expectations
Reflections should:
· Be professionally written and organized 
· Demonstrate thoughtful analysis and self-reflection 
· Include specific examples and personal insight 
· Flow cohesively rather than using a question-and-answer format 
Submission Requirements
Students must submit:
1. Written elevator pitch 
2. Live or recorded presentation 
3. Reflection paper 
Optional:
· Presentation notes 
· Peer feedback 
· Networking event participation 
· LinkedIn profile connection 

Suggested Evaluation Criteria
	Criteria
	Points

	Content and organization of written pitch
	25

	Clarity and professionalism of presentation
	30

	Communication skills and confidence
	20

	Reflection depth and self-analysis
	15

	Professionalism, grammar, and overall quality
	10


Total: 100 points
Career Readiness Competencies
· Communication 
· Networking 
· Professional Identity 
· Professionalism 
· Self-Development 

Faculty Integration Ideas
This assignment can be integrated into:
· First-year seminars 
· Career readiness courses 
· Internship preparation courses 
· Leadership programs 
· Capstone courses 
· Discipline-specific professional development classes 

Optional Faculty Extensions
Faculty may also incorporate:
· Mock networking events 
· Career fair preparation 
· LinkedIn profile development 
· Peer evaluations 
· Resume integration 
· Employer or alumni feedback 
· Video self-assessment 
· Professional branding workshops 
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